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Press Release

University of Limpopo student wins 2010 prestigious Budget Speech Competition Award

Mr Leshoka Masemola is an ambitious student of Bachelor of Commerce in Economics Honours at the University of Limpopo Turfloop Campus, who emerged as the winner for 2010 prestigious Budget Speech Competition; outshining all Economics student participants from various universities in the country. This was announced by the Minister of Finance, Pravin Gordhan, at the glitzy Gala Dinner function hosted at the Cape Town’s Westin Grand Hotel after his budget speech last week. This year, the competition marks its 37th years of existence, co-sponsored by Nedbank & Old Mutual. 

“The competition gives young, talented and bright South Africans an opportunity to participate in the national conversation. It allows diversity of thoughts and changed paradigms to navigate a changing global and economic landscape. By nurturing a new generation of economists and economic thoughts”, said Kuseni Dlamini, CEO of Old Mutual South Africa and Emerging Markets. 

A pleased Mr Masemola, born in the rural area of Manganeng near Ga-Masemola, walked away with a first prize award of R150 000, 00. The prize money may only be used for educational purposes, which could include furthering studies at the Institution of Higher Learning; paying off a student loan and the purchase of books or other study material. 

In his response Mr Masemola thanked his last 2009 classmates for instilling confidence in him through economic debates that they had. “My plea to my fellow Economics students is that they must take part in the competitions of this calibre because they will have opportunities of networking with other Economists”, said Masemola.
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